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	SSC title: The management of long-term conditions in GP practices
Background: There is considerable variety in the way that GP practices organise their care for patients with long-term conditions. Some of the most prevalent conditions, that also fall under the Quality and Outcomes Framework e.g diabetes, asthma, COPD and CVD, are primarily managed by nurses with specialist training. Conditions are often managed in separate clinics which means that patients with two or more long-term conditions (multi-morbidity) may have to attend multiple appointments and feel that no-one has an overall understanding of their situation. This is a very topical subject that is at the heart of current commissioning agendas. 
Description: This project will provide insight into the management of long term conditions in primary care, how and why it varies and ways in which it might be improved, with a particular focus on multi-morbidity. You will write a report on the current provision of care for patients with multi-morbidity in up to 10 GP practices in the Bristol area. These practices will be taking part in a cluster randomised controlled trial of an intervention to improve the management of patients with multi-morbidity. Quantitative data will be collected in various ways, combining data publicly available from practice websites with data collected by the researchers on visits to the practice and, where necessary, supplementary data from telephone or face-to-face interviews with practice staff. Additional qualitative data deriving from patient focus groups will be obtained and there may be an opportunity to assist with these focus groups and subsequently analyse the data with regard to acceptability of the organisation of care. You will produce a report that contrasts the different models of care organisation, discusses the perceived advantages and disadvantages of each and possible improvements from the point of view of the practice, the clinicians and the patients. You will be acknowledged in any publication to which the work contributes or may have the opportunity to co-author a paper.
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